
 

PARALEGAL DIVISION OF THE UTAH STATE BAR 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

January 13, 2026 
 

12:01 PM Jacob Clark calls the meeting to order.  The following attendees are present: 

  

General Updates and Discussion: 

Scott Anderson reports that he has reviewed the 2025 year-end financial summary, the newly 

approved 2026 budget, and the December 2025 statement. He states that membership revenue increased 

by approximately $2,000 from the prior year due to stronger renewal and mid-year registration numbers. 

He notes that several budget categories, including Education, Community Service, and Meeting Activities, 

ended the year under budget, contributing to a year-end surplus. He adds that he will circulate the 

finalized December financial statement to the Board. Scott Anderson mentions that he received a 

memorandum from the Bar detailing how administrative fees are now calculated based on a flat 

percentage model tied to the Division’s overall membership count and adds that the administrative fee 

increased from $1,344 to $5,338. Scott Anderson explains that despite the fee increase, the Division 

closed the year with a $3,275 surplus, which will roll over into 2026. Jacob Clark adds that he forwarded 

the memorandum to the Board. 

Jacob Clark states that the mid-year dinner will be held on February 6, 2026, at 6:00 PM at 

Slackwater in Salt Lake City, and confirms he will make the reservation. Scott Anderson and Jacob Clark 

note that the cost has historically remained under $500. 

Jacob Clark mentions that he and Elizabeth have been confirmed as presenters at the Spring 

Convention and notes that faculty presenters receive complimentary registration which will save division 

funds. Jacob Clark mentions he will email the Executive Committee after the meeting to coordinate 

further. Jacob Clark also states that the Bar will be recognizing the Division’s 30th Anniversary during the 

Convention. 

Government Relations Committee: 

 No updates. 
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Minutes: 

Leslie Bullard mentions that she sent the final version of the December minutes to the Board. 

Frances Helsten motions to approve the December minutes. Elizabeth Hill seconds. The motion passes 

with a unanimous vote. 

Bar Commission Report: 

Jennifer Peterson reports that the next Bar Commission meeting will be held on January 30, 2026. 

Jennifer Peterson mentions that the dependent coverage is being removed from Tava’s counseling benefit 

beginning February 1, 2026, after a fee review by the courts. Members will continue to receive six free 

sessions, while dependents must either pay out of pocket or use insurance. 

Membership: 

Marci Cook asks the Board for input on a recurring issue regarding how CLE certificates should be 

handled moving forward, specifically whether the Membership Committee should require certificates 

verifying attendance and completion of CLE courses or if all CLE certificates should be accepted. Marci 

Cook adds that a member who works at the Attorney General’s (AG) Office attended an AG conference 

and received six CLE credits but only submitted a certificate of completion without supporting 

documentation. Linda Echeverria suggested following the Bar’s lead on whether they allow CLE credits 

from the AG’s office. Marci Cook mentions that this member reached out to the Bar and the AG’s office, 

and both told her the credits were pending the Paralegal Division’s approval. Linda Echeverria mentions 

that if the Bar accepts CLEs from the AG’s office, then the Paralegal Division should do so too, especially 

from credible authorities like the AG’s office. Scott Anderson mentions that when he first applied to the 

Division, there was a requirement to submit certificates, but he has not had to do that in recent years and 

asks if that would be an option. Liberty Tucker mentions that it would be up to the Membership 

Committee because it would create more work for them by requiring them to verify all the certificates 

submitted. After some discussion, the Board decides not to require certificates and agrees that 

questionable CLEs should be brought forward for review on a case-by-case basis. 

Elizabeth Hill asks if there is clear language that new applicants are not required to meet the 10 

CLE requirement to submit their application because it may discourage new members from applying. 

Elizabeth Hill suggests adding some clear language that if this is a first-time membership, the requirement 

will be waived. The Board discusses and agrees to add clear language, confirming that new members are 

exempt from the initial CLE requirement to encourage more applications. 

Jennifer Peterson asks if Linda Echeverria or Marci Cook could reach out to Ian at the Bar to update 

the Division’s email distribution list to reflect her new email, since it is not done automatically. Linda 

Echeverria agrees to follow up. 

Education: 

Izamar Rael reports that Paralegal Day is scheduled for May 21, 2026, at Hotel Monaco and 

confirms that the venue and catering are the same as last year. Izamar Rael adds that the speaker is 

confirmed, and they are working on finishing the programs. Izamar Rael mentions she received the invoice 

for the venue and asks if she needs to send it to Scott Anderson for payment; Jacob Clark confirms that 



 

this is correct. Izamar Rael mentions that she and Alba Monge-Rosa are reviewing several swag options, 

including coolers, laptop bags, and similar items, and will circulate the options and pricing to the Board 

for input on the final selection. 

Izamar Rael provides an update on the January CLE, noting that accreditation was initially denied 

because the title and outline did not clearly tie the content to legal practice. Izamar Rael mentions she 

has since revised and resubmitted the materials to meet MCLE requirements and is actively following up 

with Lydia and Mary to secure approval for accreditation before the CLE on January 19, 2026. Izamar Rael 

adds that more than 90 members have already registered. 

Community Service: 

Rachael Gren mentions they had a strong response to the Winter Supply Drive, including coats, 

hats, gloves, a blanket, and other miscellaneous items, and adds Code Blue informed her their current 

needs are limited to socks and hand warmers. The winter items collected will instead be delivered to the 

Provo Food & Care Coalition or similar organizations. Scott Anderson offers to deliver them during his 

upcoming volunteer shift. She adds that she may issue a brief follow-up email to members clarifying the 

redirection of donations and mentioning Code Blue’s current needs. Jacob Clark mentions he has no 

objection to sending an email to members with the updated information if she decides to send an update 

and asks Rachael Gren to send the message to him so he can send the email to the members. 

Social Media:   

Frances Helsten mentions there has been steady engagement on social platforms and outlines 

plans for a series of posts celebrating the Division’s 30th Anniversary, including highlights of past Division 

Chairs, past Paralegal of the Year recipients, and anniversary-related content throughout the year. Frances 

Helsten adds that she will publish promotional materials for Paralegal Day once the Education Committee 

supplies the final information. 

Marketing Report:  

Greg Wayment reports that he is preparing the upcoming article for the Bar Journal, including an 

AI-focused article and photos from the Wreaths Across America, and asks the Board to send him photos 

from the event. Greg Wayment mentions he plans to do membership renewal announcements for the 

May/June article, Paralegal of the Year for the July/August article, and the Heather Finch Scholarship for 

the September/October article. Greg Wayment mentions that he will coordinate deadlines with the 

Education Committee.  

Greg Wayment also asks whether the Division would consider reimbursing additional Board 

members who would like to attend the Spring Convention, explaining that previous Boards occasionally 

offered partial reimbursement for registration or lodging costs. Greg Wayment asks whether the Division 

might open such support to interested members this year. Liberty Tucker mentions that the Board pays 

for the Executive Committee to attend.  Jacob Clark mentions he is open to reconsidering only opening it 

to the Executive Committee but would like to take some time to think it over and will get back to the 

Board.  

 

 



 

Finance Report:  

Scott Anderson mentions he had no other updates but will send the December financial statement 

to the Board. 

Ethics and Professional Standards/ Utah Paralegal Association Liaison:  

 No updates. 

UPL Committee:  

No updates.  

Mentorship Committee:  

Kymberly May mentions the mentorship committee will be meeting next week to finalize the 

confidentiality forms and matching processes with the goal of being up and running by the end of the 

month. 

Nominations/Parliamentarian: 

Liberty Tucker mentions that the Well-Being Committee meeting is scheduled for next Thursday 

and will update the Board in next month’s meeting. 

              Liberty Tucker mentions that she needs to start preparing for the Board elections and needs to 

know which Board members plan on returning next year, so she can know which positions will be open. 

Jacob Clark mentions he created a spreadsheet with the Board members' terms and will email that to 

Liberty Tucker after the meeting. Elizabeth Hill mentions that the Chair-Elect position needs to be filled 

by next month and asks anyone interested to reach out to her for more information. Linda Echeverria asks 

for clarification on what the Chair-Elect position entails, and Elizabeth Hill mentions that the Chair-Elect 

is part of the Education Committee, the Government Relations Committee, and is cc’d on emails in 

preparation for the Chair the next year.   

Open Floor:  

No updates. 

1:00 PM – Izamar Rael motions to adjourn, Frances Helsten seconds. Meeting adjourned. 

/s/ Leslie Bullard                   

 Leslie Bullard, Secretary      

    


