
 

PARALEGAL DIVISION OF THE UTAH STATE BAR 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 19, 2026 
 

12:01 PM Elizabeth Hill calls the meeting to order. The following attendees are present: 

  

General Updates and Discussion: 

Jacob Clark asks Board members to update and upload all committee notes, documents, and other 

materials to the shared drive to ensure records are centralized and easily accessible to next year’s Board 

members.  

Jacob Clark reports that he was unable to attend the Law Day Run and asks whether any Board 

members were able to participate. Jennifer Peterson reports that she attended and states that the event 

went well, but she did not see any other Division members present. Jacob Clark thanks Jennifer Peterson 

for representing the Board. 

Minutes: 

Jacob Clark reports that Leslie Bullard is not present and the minutes cannot be approved because 

he did not see the final draft. Jacob Clark decides to forgo the approval of the minutes until the June 

meeting.  

Bar Commission Report: 

Jennifer Peterson mentions that the Utah State Bar is currently operating at a $565,000 deficit, 

which is projected to increase. Jennifer Peterson explains that the deficit is largely attributed to the cost 

of Bar programs, including the Licensed Paralegal Practitioner (LPP) program, the regulatory sandbox, and 

reduced grant funding. Jennifer Peterson adds that even though they are non-profit, they are still required 

to pay taxes, which increases their costs.  

Jennifer Peterson reports that the LPP program costs approximately $87,000 per year and that 

the regulatory sandbox has cost approximately $580,000 over a five-year period, while participating 

entities have only contributed around $5,000 per year. She notes that the Bar cannot eliminate the 

sandbox or the $5,000 fee because they are court-mandated. Jennifer Peterson adds that the Bar’s reserve 

or “safety net” is projected to be depleted by 2027 if the current trends continue. Jennifer Peterson 

reports that, in response, the Bar plans to increase annual attorney licensing fees from $425,000 to 

$525,000, noting that fees have not increased in over 16 years. She explains that a smaller increase was 
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considered but rejected because it would require additional increases within a 3-year period. Jennifer 

Peterson reports that no changes to Paralegal Division fees are currently proposed, but notes that the 

Division may need to discuss increasing membership fees to help pay the Bar’s membership 

percentage-based administrative fee.  Jennifer Carver adds that the Bar Commission sent out a budget 

report and will forward that to the Board. Jacob Clark asks whether Bar fees assessed to the Division are 

tied to membership numbers or revenue, and Jennifer Peterson confirms they are tied to membership 

count. 

Elizabeth Hill asks if the memorandum regarding the Division’s administrative fee has already 

been stored in the shared drive and notes that it will be useful during future budget planning. Jacob Clark 

confirms it has been uploaded into the shared file. Elizabeth Hill mentions that she thinks that continuing 

to get more sponsorships for the Annual Meeting may be a way to offset a potential increase in the 

membership fee.  

Jennifer Peterson also reports that the courts plan to begin allowing attorneys and paralegals to 

access court recordings with no additional cost beginning in 2027. 

Government Relations Committee: 

No updates. 

Membership: 

Linda Echeverria mentions that membership activity has slowed slightly as the year approaches 

its end but remains strong overall. Marci Cook reports that, in calendar year 2026 to date, the Division has 

added 12 new members and processed two renewals. 

Jacob Clark mentions that, according to the most recent data, the Division has 244 active 

members, with six additional memberships in progress, representing significant growth compared to prior 

years. Elizabeth Hill mentions that she hopes the marketing efforts and presentations are contributing to 

the growth. 

 Linda Echeverria notes that improved tracking procedures have streamlined the onboarding 

process. Linda Echeverria credits improvements to a shared membership spreadsheet with the Bar 

developed by Marci Cook, which allows Bar staff to access real-time membership data. She reports that 

this process has reduced guesswork because every new member is immediately added to the spreadsheet.  

The Board discusses upcoming membership renewals, which are due July 1, 2026. Jacob Clark 

suggests sending renewal reminders beginning June 1, 2026, with a follow-up reminder mid-June. Marci 

Cook and Linda Echeverria agree to coordinate drafting the reminder and working with Lydia Kane to send 

out to the division members.  

Education: 

Alba Monge-Rosa mentions that the Paralegal Day Luncheon is scheduled for May 22, 2026, is 

fully confirmed, and there are 75 people registered to attend. Jacob Clark asks if the Bar approved the 

venue and catering contracts, and Alba Monge-Rosa confirms they did. Alba Monge-Rosa mentions that 

Judge Holton is confirmed as the speaker for the Luncheon and adds that she has provided Tally Van Ry, 

who will be presenting the NALA pins, with the list of attendees, and Tally Van Ry confirms there will only 



 

be one recipient, which should free up some time for another speaker. Alba Monge-Rosa mentions that 

registration will open at 11:30 a.m., staffed by Coryne Lake and Elizabeth Hill, and that volunteers are 

welcome to assist with setup between 9:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

Alba Monge-Rosa provides an update on the Annual Meeting, reporting that approximately 

$7,500 in sponsorship funds have been received to date. Alba Monge-Rosa reports that NALA has 

confirmed shipment of a large box of event swag, but she is not sure what it is. Alba Monge-Rosa notes 

she is trying to get additional swag from Strong & Hanni, but they just had their retreat and may not have 

any more swag to give.  Elizabeth Hill suggests highlighting sponsors and raffle donors weekly on social 

media. Alba Monge-Rosa agrees and confirms she will coordinate with Frances Helsten to implement it. 

Jacob Clark encourages the Board to assist with a final push for sponsorships. Alba Monge-Rosa reports 

that she sent the sponsor logos to Frances Helsten and Greg Wayment for the program. and adds that she 

is working on the printed program but has encountered access issues with Canva on her work computer 

and plans to complete it from home, with assistance from Coryne Lake. 

Community Service: 

Tally Van Ry mentions that there are enough volunteers registered for the Wills for Heroes event 

on May 30, 2026, in Park City and adds that anyone else who wants to help is welcome to join. 

Rachael Gren mentions that they are planning to volunteer at the Women’s Resource Center on 

June 13, 2026, to serve lunch. Rachael Gren reports that she, Linda Echeverria, and Jennifer Peterson have 

already committed and that additional spots are still available. Jacob Clark suggests possibly sending it out 

to the Division members if there is not enough interest from the Board, and Rachael Gren mentions she 

will keep it open for the Board for a week or two and then open it to the members if there is not enough 

interest.   

Social Media:   

Frances Helsten mentions that she is in the process of consolidating and updating the sponsor 

listings on the website. No other updates. 

Marketing Report:  

Greg Wayment reports that the Paralegal of the Year selection process experienced technical 

difficulties due to issues with an online nomination form. He reports that despite the challenges, 

approximately 19 complete nominations were received and that the final selection process is complete. 

Greg Wayment reports that the award he ordered was budget and adds that he is working on a Bar Journal 

article to recognize the recipient. 

Greg Wayment invites Board members to submit ideas for additional Bar Journal articles within 

the next few weeks. Alba Monge-Rosa asks if photos from the Paralegal Day Luncheon can be put in the 

journal, and Greg Wayment agrees that it is a good idea. Jacob Clark asks about putting in a plug for 

membership renewal, and Greg Wayment mentions that he had one in the last Journal and adds that this 

one will not be released until July or August, after the renewal period will be closed.  

 

 



 

Finance Report: 

 Jacob Clark mentions that he and Elizabeth Hill met with Scott Anderson to discuss the budget 

and the Division is on track. No other updates. 

Mentorship Committee:  

 No updates.  

Nominations/Parliamentarian: 

 Elizabeth Hill provides an informal elections update and mentions that Jessica Alsop, Christy 

Brown, and Geysa Peeler received the highest vote totals and reports that all newly elected members 

have been notified. Elizabeth Hill mentions she also reached out to Coryne Lake to notify her of the loss, 

but Coryne Lake will remain on the Education Subcommittee next year.  

 Elizabeth Hill asks when she needs to have the restructuring for next year’s Board finalized and 

Jennifer Peterson mentions it should be finalized before meeting after the Annual Meeting or shortly 

thereafter.  

Open Floor:  

Jennifer Peterson mentions that she put the link to the Bar Commission’s financial materials that 

she discussed in the meeting chat. 

On June 1, 2026, Jacob Clark informed the Board via email that Izamar Rael has resigned from the 

Board. Jacob Clark mentions that Elizabeth Hill reached out to Coryne Lake, a current member of the 

education subcommittee who ran for election to the Board and lost, to join the Board starting at the 

Annual Meeting. Coryne Lake accepted. Jacob Clark calls for a vote to finalize Coryne Lake’s appointment 

on the Board for a two-year term. Alba Monge-Rosa motions to appoint Coryne Lake to the Board. Rachael 

Gren seconds. The motion passes with a majority vote. 

12:45 PM – Meeting adjourned. 

/s/ Leslie Bullard                   

 Leslie Bullard, Secretary      

    


