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We are excited to provide you with this newsletter to provide current
news and happenings in the paralegal community!

WELCOME TO THE 2022-2023 YEAR WITH THE
PARALEGAL DIVISION OF THE UTAH STATE BAR.

We are excited to welcome everyone — new and old to the Paralegal Division
for the Utah State Bar. We genuinely appreciate your support and are excited
for another year. If you have any questions, concerns, or other feedback, we
invite members to provide suggestions, comments, and other feedback. Feel
free to reach out to any Board member or the Paralegal Division email at
utahparalegaldivision@gmail.com
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Introduction to 2022 Board of Directors

We would like to introduce you to your current Board of
Directors.

Katie Lawyer - Chair

Katie Lawyer works in the Civil Litigation Division of the Utah Attorney
General specializing in personal injury. Katie earned her Paralegal Studies
degree from LDS Business College (now Ensign College), and earned a
Bachelor’s degree in History and Political Science from Colorado State
University. Throughout her career she has worked in various legal areas such as
water law, employment and criminal law. She currently advises the Paralegal
Studies program at Ensign College. Katie lives in Bountiful, Utah with her
husband and Corgi, Gimli.

Lexi Balling - Chair-Elect & Communications Chair

Lexi Balling started her paralegal career working in insurance defense and
construction defect litigation. She transitioned in-house as a corporate paralegal
at 1-800 Contacts, Inc. before continuing to pursue her love for in-house legal
work at USANA Health Sciences, Inc.

In 2019 she joined eXp Realty, LLC, one of the fastest growing real estate
brokerages in the world. Its workforce is entirely remote, utilizing a virtual world
for employees to interact with each other from anywhere. As Director of Legal
Operations, she leads a team of ten paralegals and currently works in legal
project management, mergers and acquisitions, domestic and international entity
incorporation, employment law, and litigation.

She graduated with her paralegal certificate from LDS Business College (now
Ensign College) and obtained her Certified Paralegal and ACP from NALA soon
after. Her career came full circle when she taught the Paralegal Procedures
course at Ensign College for three years and she loved being able to teach and
mentor paralegals in the classroom.

Liberty Stevenson - Parliamentarian & Region I Director

Liberty Stevenson has twenty years of experience as a paralegal working
primarily in Domestic/Family law. She currently is employed at Bean Family
Law as paralegal to Melissa M. Bean. Liberty has had the privilege of working
with some of the best family law attorneys in Salt Lake City, including Melissa
M. Bean, Stephen C. Clark, Mary C. Corporon, and the Honorable Judge
Elizabeth Hruby-Mills at Richards Brandt Miller Nelson, before Judge Hruby-
Mills took the bench. Liberty has so much appreciation for the knowledge she
has gained from each of the attorneys she has worked with throughout her career.
Liberty completed the paralegal program offered through Weber State University
and is currently working towards her national paralegal certification through
NALA. Liberty has one son and two dogs, and enjoys time spent with her
extensive family.

Peter Vanderhooft - Secretary & Region II Director

Peter Vanderhooft is a Licensed Paralegal Practitioner in the State of Utah. He is
licensed to practice in Family Law (temporary separation, divorce, parentage,
cohabitant abuse, civil stalking, custody and support, and name change), Debt
Collections, and Landlord/Tenant disputes. Peter is a Certified Paralegal through




the National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) and is a current member of
the Utah Paralegal Association (UPA).

Peter Vanderhooft is a LPP at Vanderhooft Legal, in Salt Lake City. He has
worked on a wide variety of litigation matters including: real estate, contract
disputes, family law, debt collection, unlawful detainer, medical malpractice, and
personal injury. Peter is also a Librarian and Certified Records Analyst and has
extensive knowledge in records organization and management.

Melissa Parache - Finance Officer & Director-At-Large

Melissa has been a paralegal for over 19 years. She began her career in Indian
law and criminal law. Since the beginning of her legal career Melissa has sought
ways to help make an impact in her community and for people that could not
otherwise afford or know where to turn for legal assistance.

Melissa has extensive experience in multiple areas of law but quickly realized as
she worked with indigenous people her passion was helping families and their
children resolve disputes amicably and affordably. Melissa has been a certified
mediator since 2013. One of the highlights to her career was being able to
introduce mediation and use the knowledge and skills she has obtained over the
years to help families resolve disputes in Indian country.

Melissa has extensive experience in complex litigation including Criminal Law
(prosecution and defense), Indian Law, Family Law, and Alternative Dispute
Resolution. Melissa began her career with Tsosie & Hatch where she was the
firm’s lead Paralegal and office manager. It was there that she discovered what a
difference she could make in the lives of those around her. Through Tsosie,
Melissa was able to work with Echo Hawk Legal Services and Tribal hearings
and trials throughout Indian country. She was able to manage and coordinate
those cases with Federal and State officials, including the Utah State Governor’s
Office, Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) and Courts of Indian Offenses.
She has recently shifted to Green legal Group where she is excited to begin her
new LPP practice.

Cheri Christensen - Region III Director & Membership Chair

Cheri L. Christensen has worked in several areas of law including Social
Security Disability, business and contract law, civil litigation, and personal
injury. She’s been a paralegal at Sean Nobmann PC law firm, in Springville,
Utah, since 2017. Prior to that she worked at Fillmore Spencer, and Myler
Disability (now Trajector Disability). She obtained her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Paralegal Studies in 2016 from Broadview University. She’s been a
member of the Paralegal Division of the Utah State Bar since 2020, and is the
current Region 3 Director, covering Juab, Millard, Utah, Wasatch, Duchesne and
Uintah Counties. She performed with and served on the board of the Timpanogos
Chorale for 10 years, worked with the Timpanogos Arts Foundation, and worked
as assistant to the director of the Stadium of Fire Chorus. Currently, she enjoys
hiking, photography, and family.

Suzanne Potts - Region IV Director & Ethics & Professional Service Chair
Suzanne Potts - Suzanne has been a paralegal for over 30 years. She is currently
employed as a paralegal at Clarkson & Associates, LLC, in St. George, Utah
working primarily in litigation. Previously Suzanne was employed by Injury
Smart Law in St. George, Utah, working primarily in personal injury and
litigation. Suzanne is a mediator having completed basic Mediation Training




through the Utah State Bar, Alternative Dispute Resolution in 2001. She is a past
member of LAAU, having served as the Southern Regional Director. She is
currently a member of the Paralegal Division of the Utah State Bar and
previously served as a Regional Director. She presently serves as the Secretary
on the Board for Leadership Dixie. Suzanne is very active in the community and
was previously a public panel member for the Supreme Court Ethics and
Discipline Committee, volunteer for the Southern Utah Community Legal Center
as well as a paralegal member of the Board of the Southern Utah Bar
Association.

Suzanne has a son, Matthew who works in the diesel performance industry. She
enjoys motocross racing and sports; she is a lifelong Cubs fan. Suzanne has a
great appreciation for classic cars and making them fast and truth be told she
loves racing whether it is a car or truck.

Julie Eriksson - Director-At-Large & Education Co-Chair

Julie Eriksson has been a long-standing member of the Paralegal Division of the
Utah State Bar. She served as the Division’s Chair in 2008-2009 and in various
other positions on the Board and on various committees. She has worked as a
litigation paralegal for the majority of her 27 years in the legal field and 19 years
of those at the law firm of Christensen and Jensen, PC. She recently joined the
Salt Lake City Attorney's Office as a paralegal.

Nacia Franco - Director-At-Large

Nacia Franco is the President of Desert to Mountain Service, LLC, Utah’s
premier research tank on water, land, and mineral title matters and water
adjudication. She is also a paralegal for Lee Kapaloski, Attorney-At-Law, a
leading water and property rights attorney in Utah, recently retired from Parsons
Behle & Latimer. Her world-class title, historical, and mapping support has been
vital to many realty groups and law and engineering firms on active cases
pertaining to property matters. Nacia is a licensed title agent with years of title
and adjudication research experience. She is certificated in water rights from the
Rural Water User Association of Utah. She is a member of the Utah Historical
Society, Utah Title and Land Association, and a board member of the Utah
Paralegal Association. Nacia holds a master degree in Public Administration
with an emphasis in public-private partnerships from George Washington
University in Washington DC and bachelor’s degree in Middle Eastern
Studies/Arabic from Brigham Young University.

Stefanie Ray - Director-At-Large & Community Service Chair

Stefanie Ray graduated from Utah Valley University in 1994 and has over 27
years of legal experience. Stefanie is the Senior Paralegal and Manager at
doTERRA International, LLC. She manages their trademarks in over 48
countries as well as litigation support, contract management, and IP Marketing
review. Prior to working at doTERRA, Stefanie was a personal injury paralegal
for Abbott & Walker in Provo, Utah, for over 14 years. She is the mother of
three children and enjoys gardening, and reading.

Alex Vakauta - Director-At-Large

Alexandra Vakauta is a Paralegal with over 11 years of experience. She has
experience in Social Security Disability law, state and federal civil litigation,
and is currently working for the Utah Attorney General’s Office in their
Environment Division. She graduated from Salt Lake Community College with
an Associates of Applied Science Degree in Paralegal Studies. She has a




a passion for advocating for others and being a voice in this profession. On her
free time, she enjoys spending time with her husband and 2 daughters.

Shari Dirksen - Director-At-Large & Marketing Chair

Shari Dirksen is currently employed as a Paralegal at Parr Brown Gee &
Loveless where she works on matters involving real estate acquisitions,
development and financing, land use and zoning issues, and partnership and
corporate formation. Prior to her employment at Parr Brown, she spent 23 years
as a civil litigation and real estate paralegal at Richards Brandt Miller Nelson.
Shari graduated from the University of Utah with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Sociology and Political Science and has been a litigation and transactional
paralegal for over thirty years. She has experience in a wide variety of cases
including employment claims, securities, contract disputes, real estate, business
organization, product liability, and bankruptcy issues. Shari enjoys many
adventures, including skiing, hiking, and especially traveling.

Jen Welsh - Director-At-Large

Jennifer Welsh has worked the entirety of her paralegal career at the Utah
Attorney General’s Office. She currently works in the Appeals and Litigation
Divisions. She has worked in the Attorney General’s Office since 1998, the
same year her oldest daughter was born. She began her career in the Executive
Division of the Attorney General’s Office and had the unique opportunity to
work with four Attorneys General during her time with the office. Jennifer
currently lives in Centerville, Utah with her husband, kids and two dogs.

Shalise McKinlay - Immediate Past-Chair

Shalise McKinlay has worked in the legal field for over twenty-five years. She is
currently a Paralegal at Dominion Energy Questar Corporation. Before
becoming employed at Dominion, she spent 25 years at the law firm of Richards
Brandt Miller Nelson. Shalise also worked as an Adjudication Officer for Park
City Municipal. She attended Weber State University and obtained her paralegal
certification through the University of Phoenix. Shalise has experience in a wide
variety of cases, including personal injury, insurance defense, employment
discrimination claims, products liability, workers’ compensation, domestic, and
business. Shalise has a love for golf and enjoys being outdoors.




Utah State Bar.

On July 6-9, 2022, The Utah State
Bar held its Summer Convention at
the gorgeous Loews Coronado
Resort: Perched on its own 15-acre
peninsula, Loews Coronado Bay is a
private oasis of tranquility near San
Diego, California.

The conventlon started out on a high note
with a pool side Welcome Reception
where attendees gathered to enjoy
camaraderie with their colleagues, family,
and friends in a beautiful setting. After the
past several years, we have learned to
value the joy and benefit of being able to
get together again in person. It was a
wonderful way to start off the Utah State
Bar Summer Convention.

The subsequent morning opened the convention with a Welcome from the
Convention Co-Chairs, Judge Laura Scott & Beth Kennedy. Awards were
also presented at this time. Summer Convention Awards have a long
history of publicly honoring those whose professionalism public service
and personal dedication having significantly enhanced the legal
profession. The 2022 Summer Convention Awards were presented to the
following:

W
%ﬂuﬂlﬁ(
» Ferarneds

oMo,

L3 ) A

LICENSED PARALEGAL
PRACTITIONER
STEERING COM M]T‘TFF

Lawyer of the Year: Laura Mllllken Gray
Judge of the Year: The Honorable Laura Scott
Special Service Awards: Debra Nelson and Noella Sudbury
Lifetime Service Award: Richard D. Burbidge
Section of the Year: Business Law Section

Committee of the Year: Licensed Paralegal Practitioner

OF THE YEAR




The convention covered a variety of topics including the “roundtable”
style panels entitled Recollections from the Bench and Conversation with
the Bench which both provided a behind the scenes view of numerous
Court decisions. Also, the very enjoyable topics of the Secret Lives of
Lawyers and the Impact Social Media has on the Legal Profession,
including a fascinating look at the Heard-Depp trial.

The convention provided a plethora of thought-provoking CLE for the
attendees, but it was also the backdrop for attorneys and paralegals to
come together to socialize outside the confines of the workplace.




The Board of Directors of the
Paralegal Division also provided
Scholarships to assist some board
members and paralegal members to
attend the 2022 Summer
Convention. It turned out to be a
great opportunity for the members
who attended to feel a sense of
connection and unity with those
who have chosen this versatile and
varied profession of ours.

If the opportunity presents itself to
attend the Spring or Summer
Convention of 2023, I strongly urge
you to consider doing so because it provides a face to our profession for
all of those that attend.

Member Spotlight

The purpose of this quarterly newsletter spotlight is to honor a Utah
paralegal who, over a long and distinguished career, through their ethical
and personal conduct, enthusiasm, and fortitude, rendered extraordinary
contributions and service to the paralegal profession.

The Paralegal Division is pleased to announce that the Member Spotlight
for this Quarter is:

JASON PORTER

JASON PORTER has been described by
several to be the consummate team player:
Someone who is talented in the areas that seem
to matter most: solving problems, meeting
commitments, keeping up productivity, always
willing to help and accomplishes this
effectively in a highly interactive team
environment. Jason is currently employed at
the Salt Lake Legal Defender Association and
has been working there for the past five years
as a Paralegal, Capital Case Coordinator and was recently promoted to the
File Processing & Technology Manager. During his tenure at the Legal
Defender’s office, Jason has worked primarily on multiple capital
homicide cases which requires an elevated level of professionalism,




empathy, and legal analysis. Jason’s colleagues and supervisors have
described Jason as an outstanding employee who is truly knowledgeable
in various aspects of the Legal Defender’s office. Jason goes above and
beyond in everything he does. He does not limit himself to only what is in
the job description but will step outside the box to ensure that he is doing
his best. He is always willing to step up and help. Jason is dependable and
has such a magnificent work ethic.

Another coworker shared that Jason excels at what he does which was
evident when he recently covered two distinct positions for the Legal
Defender’s office for about 4 months. Neither job suffered and Jason was
remarkably able to stay on top of all tasks and assignments while handling
two jobs. He did so without complaint as well; a true team player. He is
willing to do whatever is necessary to help the office and everyone else’s
jobs run smoothly. He cares about clients as well as his coworkers and is
very much appreciated by everyone at the Legal Defender’s office. Jason
received his Paralegal associate degree from Salt Lake Community
College in 2019. Jason has been able to utilize his knowledge and
experience as a paralegal in the Legal Defender’s office to transition into a
new position as a File Processing & Technology Manager, an
administrative role. Jason revealed that he credits his training and
experience as a paralegal to be able to transition smoothly into an
administrative role. A testament to the diversity of the Paralegal legal
profession.

Current associates’ and supervisor alike have stated that one of Jason’s
greatest strengths is his willingness to eagerly accept and learn new
responsibilities and skills. One of Jason’s colleagues stated that to say that
Jason is helpful is an understatement. He is not only knowledgeable in his
job-specific duties but is also willing to share his knowledge. What is
more, he has always done so with a friendly and calm demeanor. In an
occupational field that is frequently stressful and high stakes, Jason brings
a sense of calm and assurance to those he works with.

Jason is passionate about his family, friends, hiking and is a big Sci Fi fan.
Jason seems grateful to be able to work in an environment that he is
constantly learning and acquiring new skills.

If you know of anyone that you would like to elect to be in the
Member Spotlight section of this newsletter, please send me an email
at: sdirksen@parrbrown.com.
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Exciting CLE Opportunities:

The CLE Committee is in the process of planning CLE event for the
coming year. Please hold the following dates and keep an eye out for
emails regarding sign-up:

Brown Bag CLE Events:
9/14/2022
11/09/2022
01/11/2023
03/08/2023

Paralegal Day CLE Luncheon:
05/18/2023

Annual Paralegal CLE Event:
06/16/2023

Your next CLE Reporting Period will be: July 1, 2022 —June 30, 2023 —the
CLE requirement is 10 hours of accredited CLE, to include 1 hour of legal
ethics and 1 hour of professionalism and civility. At least 5 hours must be
live, which may include in-person, remote group CLE or verified e-CLE.
The remaining hours may include self-study or live CLE.

Community Service Opportunities
Wills for Heroes

Our next Wills for Heroes event is scheduled to take place on August 27,
2022 from 10:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Weber County Sheriff’s Office,
located at 1400 Depot Drive, Ogden, Utah. Please watch your inbox for
announcements on how you can participate and help with this amazing
event.

Remote Pro Bono Opportunity:

Lani Harris, with the Timpanogos Legal Center (TLC) is seeking
paralegal Help (pro bono volunteer opportunity). Volunteers are requested
to assist with drafting documents from a hearing recording. Possible
documents that would need drafting may include: A Pretrial Order, and
Order on a Motion, Findings of Fact & Conclusions of Law, and a Final
order/Decree. Applicants of the LPP program may use this opportunity to
gain experience hours. Please email lani(@timplegal.org with your interest
and questions. Additional details may be located on the paralegal’s
website: Volunteer Opportunities - PARALEGAL DIVISION OF THE UTAH
STATE BAR (utahbar.org)



mailto:lani@timplegal.org
https://paralegals.utahbar.org/volunteer-opportunities.html
https://paralegals.utahbar.org/volunteer-opportunities.html
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Membership update:

Please remember that there is a two-step process for membership:

a) Register online through the Utah State Bar website and pay
the required dues;

b) Complete and upload the required documents through the
portal located on the Paralegal Division website to finish the
membership process

Benefits of Membership

As a member of the Paralegal to the Utah State Bar, you have access to
the valuable tools and resources offered through the Practice Portal.
These resources include CLE information and requirements, information
regarding annual conventions, search tools for attorneys and other
colleagues, ethics information, Fastcase research, and subscription to the
Utah Bar Journal. You also have access to exclusive savings and discount
benefits through the Utah State Bar Group Benefits. The Utah State Bar
also has various options to help with your mental well-being, including
free EAP services through BlomquistHale. For a full list of benefits,
please visit utahbar.org/member-services/

A myriad of opportunities awaits you as a member of the Paralegal Division. If you are interested in
participating on a committee or perhaps assisting on a specific project, please submit a committee
volunteer form or contact a member of the Board of Directors. We welcome and encourage your
participation.
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